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care communities, and Northwestern and Na-
tional-Louis Universities. Examples of effective
collaborations spearheaded by Dr. Alson’s ad-
ministration include an award-winning School
Based Health Center, student workforce train-
ing, and an interagency consortium for youth
advocacy.

Throughout his tenure as Superintendent of
Evanston Township High School, Dr. Alson
has made the achievement of students of
color an essential goal. In 1999, Dr. Alson
founded the Minority Student Achievement
Network, a national consortium of 25 urban-
suburban districts devoted to improving the
academic achievement of students of color.
Dr. Alson has helped foster a culture of excel-
lence and a climate of high expectations for all
students. While more work remains to be
done, Evanston Township High School has
seen the rate of college attendance for stu-
dents of color rise from 65 percent to almost
80 percent.

Dr. Alson will long be remembered with
gratitude for his tireless efforts to promote
academic excellence and social justice. How-
ever, most importantly, he can look about the
community and see a legacy made of the
thousands of young people, parents, teachers,
administrators and community members
whose lives he has touched. It is a legacy for
which he can be immensely proud.

In honor of his legacy of service, | offer Dr.
Alson this United States flag as a symbol of
appreciation, esteem and good wishes. This
flag was flown over the United States Capitol
building in Washington, DC in honor of an out-
standing educator, advocate, true public serv-
ant, and my valued personal friend.

On behalf of the community to which he has
given so much, | congratulate Dr. Alson and
offer him my best wishes for many years of
health, happiness, and continued success.

——

TRIBUTE TO KANSAS CITY, KAN-
SAS, POLICE CHIEF RON MILLER

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to Kansas City, Kansas, Police
Chief Ron Miller, who recently announced his
retirement after 34 years of service with the
department, including the last six years as
chief.

Throughout his tenure, Chief Miller has fo-
cused the police department’s crime fighting
efforts on—in his words—"“guns, drugs and
violent crime.” Under his command, the de-
partment maintained its national accreditation
with the Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies, where it first achieved
that status in 1993 and was designated a flag-
ship agency by them in 2004.

A Kansas City, Kansas, native who attended
Central Missouri State University, Chief Miller
focused his department’s efforts on community
policing and expanded community partner-
ships. As City Administrator, Dennis Hays said
upon announcing Chief Miller's retirement,
“Ron has been a great leader for the Police
Department and the community has benefited
from his knowledge and ability. Ron is a dedi-
cated professional . . .”

As U.S. Representative for the Third Con-
gressional District, | have had numerous op-
portunities to work closely with Chief Miller
during his tenure and | wholeheartedly en-
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dorse Dennis Hays’ tribute to him. Chief Ron
Miller was a dedicated, professional, public
servant who served his community with dis-
tinction. His presence in the Chief's office will
be sorely missed in the months ahead, | am
sure, but | join with all Kansas Citians in wish-
ing him well in his richly-deserved retirement.
————

THE HOMESTATE HYDROELECTRIC
PROJECT NUMBER 1 LEGISLATION

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce legislation that will facilitate the time-
ly and seamless transfer of the Homestake
Hydroelectric Project Number 1 from the
Barrick Gold Corporation to the City of Spear-
fish, South Dakota.

This hydroelectric facility, originally con-
structed to provide electricity for a gold mine
in the Black Hills of South Dakota, has oper-
ated continuously since 1912. The mine re-
cently closed and the city of Spearfish ac-
quired the project with plans to operate it to
both generate power and benefit downstream
water users.

When the city acquired the project, the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission asserted
jurisdiction, based on a finding that a pre-1920
federal right-of-way grant which authorized the
occupancy of federal lands by the project, had
expired. This project has been operating for
more than 90 years under a 1909 right-of-way
allowing the project to occupy U.S. Forest
Service land in the Black Hills National Forest.
The project had never previously been subject
to FERC jurisdiction under the Federal Power
Act and the U.S. Forest Service maintains that
the right-of-way continues to be valid.

The legislation accomplishes three goals.
First, the legislation strikes a balance between
the various and important water uses of
Spearfish Creek—agricultural irrigation use,
power generation, recreation, aesthetic and to
protect a unique and historic trout fishery.

Second, it authorizes the United States Ge-
ological Study to examine the hydrology of the
watershed to ensure that future management
of the stream is based on sound science.

Third, it enables the City of Spearfish, South
Dakota, to assume operation of the facility
without having to undertake the lengthy and
complex federal hydroelectric licensing proc-
ess operated by the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission,

This legislation would enable the facility to
continue operating as it has since its construc-
tion. It also recognizes that the City of Spear-
fish and the State of South Dakota are well
equipped—as they have been for the past
century—to appropriately manage the flows of
Spearfish Creek.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 8, 2006
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained on June 6 and June 7 and
as a result | missed rollcall votes Nos. 223,
224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 229 and 230. Had |
been present, | would have voted “aye” on
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rolicall votes Nos. 226 and 229, and “nay” on
rollcall votes Nos. 223, 224, 225, 227, 228,
and 230.

A CALL FOR SHARED SACRIFICE
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
enter into the RECORD, an op-ed piece, enti-
tled Consider the Living, published May 29,
2006 by Bob Herbert of the New York Times.
Herbert eloquently points out the hypocrisy of
the Bush administration on the issue of the
war in Irag. Herbert declares that the fastest
way to end this war is to “start sending the
children of the well-to-do to Baghdad, and
start raising taxes to pay of the many hun-
dreds of billions that the war is costing.” The
claim that chaos would ensue if we pull out of
Iraq is just an excuse to continue the reckless
actions of the current administration. Recalling
President Bush’s challenge to the insurgents
to “bring ’em on,” Herbert counters that we
have lost nearly 2,500 Americans in the war
and tens of thousands of Iragis, and they are
still “bringing ’em on.” The ones suffering the
most in the war are the non-combatants, Iraqi
residents who are “like sheep in a slaughter
farm.” Even after three years parts of Western
Iraq are not under U.S. control. Is this what
we are to looking forward to? Is the next three
years going to cost us 2,500 more American
lives as well as bilions more of taxpayers
money? Not to mention that casualties on the
Iragi side and the atrocities that are byprod-
ucts of war.

My colleagues, | join Mr. Herbert in urging
you to take decisive measures to bring a swift
end to this fiasco. Let us stop this needless
waste of lives.

[From the New York Times, May 29, 2006]

CONSIDER THE LIVING
(By Bob Herbert)

Pretty soon this war in Iraq will have
lasted as long as our involvement in World
War II, with absolutely no evidence of any
sort of conclusion in sight.

The point of Memorial Day is to honor the
service and the sacrifice of those who have
given their lives in the nation’s wars. But I
suggest that we take a little time today to
consider the living.

Look around and ask yourself if you be-
lieve that stability or democracy in Iraqg—or
whatever goal you choose to assert as the
reason for this war—is worth the life of your
son or your daughter, or your husband or
your wife, or the co-worker who rides to the
office with you in the morning, or your
friendly neighbor next door.

Before you gather up the hot dogs and head
out to the barbecue this afternoon, look in a
mirror and ask yourself honestly if Iraq is
something you would be willing to die for.

There is no shortage of weaselly politicians
and misguided commentators ready to tell us
that we can’t leave Irag—we just can’t.
Chaos will ensue. Maybe even a civil war.
But what they really mean is that we can’t
leave as long as the war can continue to be
fought by other people’s children, and as
long as we can continue to put this George
W. Bush-inspired madness on a credit card.

Start sending the children of the well-to-do
to Baghdad, and start raising taxes to payoff
the many hundreds of billions that the war is
costing, and watch how quickly this tragic
fiasco is brought to an end.

At an embarrassing press conference last
week, President Bush and Prime Minister
Tony Blair of Britain looked for all the
world like a couple of hapless schoolboys
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